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The  Limits  of   Preaching   and   Teaching   In  the 
Baptist  Denomination 

A   l'ri|)crri-a<l  l.d-.,rc  the  fnitol   Haptist  Institute  at  Ilalilax 
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Fki.i.ow-wokkkks  in  tiik  Ministkv  of  Haptist  Ciiikcuks: 

Ih.-ivc  hoii  rc(|iKstc.l  hv  voiir  i-oinniitlec  to  snerik  to  v. .11 
conconun^u  tlK-  "Limits  of  I'rtacliin-  and  Tcaclii,,-  i„  ,!„■  lian- 
tist  Diiionimatioii."  ' 

In  seeking  to  toniplv  with  tins  m|iiest,  I  soti-lu,  first  f.fall 
to  (lehnc  to  nivscll  exactly  uliat  such  a  tlicnie  mnst  mean  To 
mc,  It  has  seemed  to  mean  this:  Are  there  anv  hmits  to  tlic 
<ioctrmesandi<leastor  the  preachin-  and  teaching:  of  which  a 
man  may  justly,  honorably,  and  lionestlv.eNpcct  to  he  tin.-inciailv 
compensated,  ,>r  supported,  hy  monev  p.aid  ,,r  provided  hv  meni'- 
hers  ol   Hai)tist  churches? 

To  me.  it  is   not    dear   how    the    theme   can    mean  more,  or 
other,  than  this.     For  the  Baptist  .h-aoinination   is  not  a  church 
or  an  ecclesiastical  court.     It  can  make  no  laws,  and  cm  set  no 
linms      It  IS   simply    the    total    luimi.er   of  independent   Baptist 
churches,  a  whole  that   cannot    k-islate   or   judjre  for  anv  of  its 
pnrts.      1  here  can.  therelore.  he  no  (,ther  limits  of  anv  kind  in  the 
Bapt!st(lenominati(m.  th.m  those  which  individual  Ba|)tist  chur- 
cheshavedetermmed  and  estal.lished,  each  for  itself.  Suchindeiien- 
dent  Baptist  churdies,  findin-  that  tiiev  a-ree  in  belief  in  relation 
to  certain  essential  and  fundamental  truths,  or  doctrines,   which 
each  ehur-h  has  been  formed    to  cherish,   defend  and  propa-atc 
associat.        .mselves  to-ether,  on    the  basis  of  this  a-reement  in 
bclicl     f       -reater    etticiency    in    their    work.      These   -roups   of 
cluirclK       i;ivin,u  ;i  common  faith  and  ,-i  common  purpose  are  the 
Associa    ons  of  Baptist  Churdies,  and,  in  a  larj,aT  wav    the  B-in- 
tist   (lenominatKm.      Whatever     limits   ..f    anv   kind 'there   are 
therdoie,  in  tlie  Baptist   ilenomination,    are   si"mplv  tliose  which 
have  been  established  by  each  individual  church,  and  are  common 
to  all  the  churches.     For  these  churches,  it  must  not  hn  for-otten 
have  associate  themselves    tooether   <.n    the  basis  of  a  common 
taith  in   certain   fundamental  and   es.senlial   truths,   and   on  no 
other  basis    whatever.     However   these   truths   niav    appear    to 
others,  to  these  churches  they  are  the   fundamental  and  essential 
truths  of  the  religion  of  Jesus  and    the  life  of  His  church-  and 
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fciriii,  for  tliciM, 
work. 


suniiiiiit    li.-isis    for   co-oiicr.'itioii  in  Cliristi;iii 


III  liarmoiiy  with  this  sjiliit  and  iiKtliod  of  lo-npiratioii  in 
wnri;,  these  ihiinhcs,  or  niiinlicrs  oC  thi-ni,  have  cstahlishiil 
schools  in  which  nun  may  l.e  trained  to  lead  the  ehlireiies  in  the 
aeeoni|,Hshinent  of  the  work  lor  wliieh  the  ehnrehes  tlieniselves 
have  Keen  lormeil.  lleiiee,  in  tliese  sehi>ols,  the  limits  ol'all  kinds 
are  the  same  as  those  to  he  found  in  the  individnal  elinri.'hes. 
This  is  said,  it  is  to  he  noted,  not  ot'seliools  and  eolle;,'es  desi-jned 
to  hiriiish  a  ijeneral  ednealion  to  all  kinds  of  students;  hut  of  the 
sehools  whieh  have  been  established  simply  to  edneate  men  for 
the  work  of  the  Maptist  ministry,  that  is,  tlieolo;.;ieal  seminaries, 
divinity  schools,  and  other  siieli  sehools,  if  other  thereaiv,  whieii 
have  no  other  end  in  view  than  the  pre|)ariiijr  of  men  to  do  more 
vilieieiit  work  as  H.iptist  ministers. 

The  (piestion  we  are  to  consider  seems,  then,  rcallv  to  he  this: 
Akk  tim;ki-;  ,\.nv  limits  to  mh  oiisi-nvKn  !.\  i'i<i:.\ciii\(;  .wd 
Ti:.\tiii.Nc,  iiv  (INK  WHO  \visiii:s  TO  hi;  a  jist,  .\.n  iionokaiii.i:,  a.mi 

A,\   IIOSKST   l'l<KACIli:i<  OH  THACllKK  OF     A   ItAI'TIST    CIllKCll? 


IS  a  (piestion  which  c.-mnot  lie  answered  Iiv  an  appeal  to 
il  ilecl.iration  or  statement  in.-idehy  an  v  Baptist  ehiireli. 


<ncli  de- 
islative 
icen  made  liv 


Thi. 
anv  loi 

or  asswoalion  of  chnrches.  So  tar  as  I  Know,  tlicre  is  no 
cl.-iratioii  or  statement  which  li.as  ;iny  ecclesiastical  or  Ic- 
amhority.  Declarations  of  I'aith  have,  it  is  true  ' 
liaptists  from  time  to  time,  and  have  hecn  adopted  hv  individual 
churches,  or  hv  a  certain  j,'roup  of  churches;  hut  alw.ivs,  it  iiiav 
he  salely  claimed,  with  the  undcrstandiii-r  tliat  tliev  were,  in  a 
j:cneral  w;iy,  the  expressions  of  the  licliefs  of  thos'e  who  gave 
them  their  sanction,  and  that  they  did  rot  make  it  necessarv 
that  each  and  every  truth  stated  in  any  of  them  must  he  preached 
and  tau^'hl  hy  every  ])i-cacher  and  teacher  of  Baptist  churches. 

Our  (piestion  is,  then,  to  lie  answered  upon  the  hasis  of  the 
reasons  ih;it  are  to  lie  hmnd  in  the  past  history  of  Baptist 
churches,  and  which  appear  upon  aconsideration  of'the  causes  of 
their  fonnati()n  and  the  pumose  of  their  existence  in  the  present 
time.  For  it  is  very  clear  th.,t,  if  Baptist  churches  areformed  lie- 
cause  ot  certain  delinite  causes,  and  for  a  definite  purpose,  thev 
procure  preachers  and  teachers  for  themselves  on  aecoimt  of  these 
same  causes,  and  to  .aid  them  in  aceomiilishini;  the  ]iurpo.se  of 
their  existence.  To  deny  this  is  to  say  that  both  causes  and  pur- 
lioses  are  im,i<,rin,ary,  and  not  real.  To  admit  this,  makes  it  also 
necessary  to  say  th.at  no  man  can  honor.ahlvand  honestlv  accept, 
or  holcl,  the  position  of  preacher  or  teacher  of  a  Baptist  church! 
i!  he  wishes,  or  is  willing,  to  find  some  other  cause  for  his  preach- 
ing or  teaehiny  that  tiiose   which    led    to   the   formation  of  the 
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iliiiivh,  or  to  (kliat,  or  liinltr,  tlu'  •  ciimi|ili-liiiunt  of  tlii'  |Mir|iosi.' 
lor  wliiili  it  ixi-t^.  Ill  lin-^ii(.>>  l;iii;,'iiii^i ,  a  iliurtli  lias  a  iii>t,  a 
It^^'al,  anil  a  moral  ri;.'l)t,  to  say  to  its  prcaclKr  or  li'ailicr,  "if 
you  i-aiiiiot  (lolivf.-  liK'j;oo(l>,  you  cantiol  have  tin.-  pav."  I'or  a 
iiiaii  (ktci tt'd  in  diliviTiiijL,'  adulltrattd  or  s|iurioiis  j;i,ods,  ami, 
tliLTctori-,  ri.i|iusi(.'il  to  ivasf  •iu|i|ilviiiji  smli  j;oods,  to  raise  ilic 
\\  liiiK- or|ii-rMi.iilioii,  is  to  conl'i-'ss  hiiiisi-ll  a  haliv  and  a  ilitat. 
That  is,  at  any  rate,  tlio  \v;iy  in  wliicli  lioiiorahk-  nu'ii  would  rc- 
j;ardsnili.-i  lourse  of  con  d  not  in  tin-  husiiifss  world.  Is  it  aiiv  lu't- 
tiT  when  it  is  adopted  hy  a  minister  in  the  ehureli  of  the  Lord 
Jesus? 

Hut  ihisdiiivery  of  I'nit.iri.in,  or  other  such  ^oods,  m  irked 
with  the  laliel  of  liaptist,  is  sometimes  defended  ou  the  ^'round 
lliat  Baptist  ehnrehes  are  places  ol  sonl-liliert v,  ;ind  lh;it  thev 
have  heen  estaldished  to  propa;iate  ;ind  liefeiul  this  lilicrty  of 
soul.  In  replyin;4  to  this  cl.iini,  we  would  he  jnstilied  in  askinji 
if  the  only,  or  <ven  tiie  chief  reason  for  the  formation  of  H.iptist 
churches,  is  to  make  places  ol  souldiherty,  and  if  the  only,  or  the 
jirincipjil,  work  of  these  churches  is  to  defend  and  ])rop.i;,'ate  this 
doctrine  ot  sonl-liherty.  It  mi;,dit  not  he  amiss  to  ini|uire  .-iKo  if 
Ha]itists,  in  elaitnin;,'  soul  liberty  for  themselves,  do  not  mean  to 
assert  that  this  same  riylil  belongs  eipi.'illy  to  others  of  different 
reli^'ious  opinions  I'mni  their  own;  and  if  thev  wouM  not  he  as 
earnest  in  insistin^f  upon  the  liberty  of  ;iny  man  to  he  a  Metho- 
dist, a  I'resliyterian,  a  Cnitarian  or  a  Kom.-iii  Catholic,  ;is  upon 
their  own  ri^'lit  to  he  Baptists.  Then  it  would  be  natural  to 
carry  our  ipiestioiiinj;  further,  and  to  ask  if,  in  thus  staudinu  for 
the  doctrine  of  sonldiberty,  Bajilists  intended  to  assert  th;it  a 
Methodist,  a  rresbyleriaii,  a  riiitarian,  or  a  Koin.'in  Catholic, 
niiudit  re.-ison.-ibly  or  justly  ask  tobemade.a  ]ireacheror  a  teacher 
of  Ba])tist  churches.  I!ut,  without  r.iisin;,'  these  (jiiestions, 
it  may  be  ailmitted,  it  ou!,dil  to  be  admitted,  tliat  B;ip- 
tists  .are  earnest  ;idvocates  for  the  lar^'cst  freedom  in 
ni.attersof  reli^iious  tliou.i,dit  and  belief.  But  it  seems  to  have 
escaped  the  notice  of  some  ]ieople,  th.-it  such  freedom  means  an 
ecpial  frcedcjui  for  all  men,  and  not  sim|(ly  all  the  freedom  for  a  few. 
It  ni;iy  mean,  indeed,  freedom  to  think  and  preach  what  one  mav 
choose  to  preach,  lint  it  me.ins  eipially  freedom  to  hear  what  one 
m.iy  choose  to  hear.  It  means  freedom  for  everv  preaclier  ;ind 
teacher  to  select  his  audience, but  it  means  (piite. is  much  freedom  for 
every  auilieiice  to  select  their  preacher,  or  their  teacher.  I'recdom  to 
preach  or  leach  wli.'U  others  do  not  care  to  hear,  and  to  demand 
payment  for  unwelcome  utterances  from  unwillinf,'  hearers,  is  the 
Ireedoni  of  the  liij,'hwaymaii  and  the  robber.  Such  freedom  does 
Jiot  yive  to  all  the  parties  what  the  noble  Ii)n<,dish  sense  of  fair 
jilay,  and  an  .\merican  president's  feeliiii;  for  justice,  would  c.iil 
"a  square  deal."     It  is  a  too  one-sided  liberty,  "lieiids  1  win  and 


t;iils  voii  Innso."  \(ir  is  the  i'oni|)iilsiiiii  <>t  tliis  lilnrtv  li-ss  atl 
iiiiii>liic,  lii-iiiiiM-  t!;c  lliiii;^s  j^iviMi  ■  III  dixiiv til  iir  unwilling; 
lii'.iriTS  ;iri'  tlioiij^'lit  to  lii'  "simit'tliiii^'  ilsc  jii>t  as  >;(ioil  as"  lli.-it 
wliiili  tliise  arc  (.■xpivtiii^'  to  nriivi',  or  ivcti  ln'ttcr  tliaii  tliai 
wliiili  tlicy  arc  scckiiii,'  to  obtain.  Tlicv  arc  ciititlcil  to  the  ^oo'l-; 
for  wiiich  tlicv  liavc  ])aiil ;  -iiiil,  if  otiicr  j^ooihs  arc  lichvcrcil,  tluv 
oii);:lit,  as  tlic  trailcsnicn  Icll  iis,  in  the  interests  ol  lioiicstv,  to 
"semi  tiiem  hack.'  Moreover,  it  is  not  true,  as  \vc  . 'lie  some- 
times toll),  that,  unless  |ireaciicrs  au'l  teachers  ;irc  aihiwcil  to 
secure  compulsory  hc;irin<;s  in  the  use  of  this  i  nc-siilcd  lihcrtv, 
there  c;in  lie  no  |iriij^ress  in  the  knowleiliic  of  rclij,'ious  truth,  ;iilil 
mi  ;;.iin  in  the  lire.adth  of  our  dcnomin.ition.'il  lielicfs.  'flic  whole 
history  of  the  church  is  witness  a^'ainst  such  a  st.itemenl.  The 
liro;,'ress  of  truth  since  the  d.awn  ofilie  Kcformation,  .and  the 
present  jjrowtli  of  the  church  in  heathen  lamls,  prove  that  the 
Lord  has  no  need  tli.at  his  ministers  sliindd  procure  ;.'oods  on 
(.ilsc  ]irctences.  It  there  is  I'nvlhin;:  now,  or  ever,  th.it  sli.all  he 
worthy  of  heiu;;  ]ire;iclied  or  t;iuj.,dit,  the  past  has  m.idc  it  cert;iiu 
th.at  there  will  lie  money  provided  so  th.at  it  sh;dl  reach  the  cars 
;ind  souls  of  men,  without  filchiu;.;  that  monev  from  deluded  or 
reluct.'int  he.-ircrs.  Or,  else,  dod  h,is  ceased  to  care  for  the  truth. 
I'-veii,  if  this  were  not  so,  protiress  in  thou^'ht  and  hclief  would 
he  dearly  l)ou;j;ht  at  the  cost  of  chc.itiui;orlirowheatin<;  freemen, 
— espciially  those  who  stand  for  soul-lil)erlv. 

Thus  far  we  have  liceii,  for  the  uuist  part,  occupied  in  consid- 
erinj^  how  unsale  and  how  mireason.alile  it  is  to  assume  that 
there  are  no  limits  which  preachers  .and  teachers  of  Baptist 
churches  are  hoimd,  in  honor  and  honesty,  to  oliserve,  other 
th.ari  own  person.il  desires  and  convictions.  We  natur.illv  ask 
now  whether  there  are  not  "icts  to  lu-  sjcn  in  tlie  p.ist  history 
of  I5a|)tist  churches,  .and  evider.ce  to  he  found  in  the  causes  and 
purpose  of  their  form.ation  at  the  present  time,  which  show  th.at 
such  limits  really  exist,  and  also  what  these  limits  .are. 

In  lu.akinji  answer  to  tin-;  (piestion,  we  are  to  call  to  mind 
that  it  h.as  already  seemed  clear  th.at  no  preacher  or  teacher  of  .a 
Baptist  cliurcli  can  honorably  or  honcsllv  take  the  monev  of 
Ba]itist  [)eople  in  com|iens.ation  for  preachinji  or  teachin<,' th.at 
which  is  set  forth  for  some  other  causes  than  those  which  leo  to 
the  formation  of  the  ehureli,  or  tends  to  defeat  the  ])urpose  of  its 
existence.  What,  then,  do  history  .and  present  conditions  show- 
to  be  the  causes  for  ■  iie  forming  of  Baptist  churches,  .ind  the  pur- 
pose for  which  they  exist  ? 

Is  i\  Ba])tist  church  formed  simply  to  jironiote  the  interests 
of  .a  common  Christianity  in  imion  with  .all  other  christians? 
Does  history  show  that  Baptist  (.liurches  h.ave  been  formed  sim- 
l)ly  for  this  purpose  in  the  past  ?     This  surelv,  is  a  thinj.:  thev  seek. 
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and  sirki;iriusily,io(l<>.  lint  is  it  tlic  ciiim- of  iliiiior^aiiizatinii 
an  si'parati'  cluircliis,  apart  from  otlu-r  (.Imnliis  of  tin-  iliiistiaii 
faith?  This  may  hi- \\  hy  th -var*.  ^  hri^tiati ;  laii  is  it  whv  thfvaro 
Ma|.tst.'  Or.  an- \\i- rca.ly  to  say  that  it  is  (|uiti' cmiuKli  that 
wc  arr  iliristiaiis;  it  is  a  iiiatlir  of  not  tlic  shj^hti-st  ioiiso|ii.n<.f 
whitlKT,  or  not,  wo  arc  ll.ipiisi  christians'-' 

It  this  is  wliat  is  to  Ik'  saiil,  let  those  who  arcri'ailv  to  sav  it, 
say  it  clearly  ami  openly,  -  .-m.l  then  leave  the  liaptist  churches 
to  which  they  IteioM),'.  I'or,  ifit  is  true.  l!a|)tist  churches  h.ive 
no  re.ison  for  existence,  .-mil  cverv  one  of  them  is  useless  to  men, 
and  :in  otVence  to  (lod.-a  needless  renditi;;  of  the  iinitvoftlie 
hoilv 

A^'ain,  are  li.iptist  churches  fornieil  that,  in  them,  men  mav 
think.md  te.-ich  anything;  th;itin;iy  seem  to  I'lem  to  lie  truth,  wh.-it- 
ever  thatmay  he?  Was  this  the  p'rinciplefor  wlilcli  onr  lathers  snf- 
tere<l  contempt,  persecution  and  imprisonment?  If  so,  thev  suf- 
fered in  vain.  I-oronthis  principle  as  fund.-inientrd,  there  can- 
not l)e  Iniili  ;in  endnrinj;,  oraii  etVectivechnrch.  The  faiths  m;inv. 
ami  Lords  many,  and  Cods  many,  that  will  sure  to  he  the  resul't, 
will  roh  such  a  cliureli  of  .ill  slr'enj,'lh  ;iiid  heaiitv,  of  .-ill  life  aiul 
|)owcr.  The  present  harmony  of  faith  throughout  the-irc.-it 
hody  of  Haptist  churches,  and  the  eirectiveiicss  of  their  work? .in d 
the -irowth  of  their  mend)ersiiip,  show  th.-it  tiiev  rest  ujxin  no 
si!cli  sandy  foundation  as  the  liherty  of  men  to  he,  in  the  same 
Maptist  church,  I'rcshy  terians,  Ivpiscop.-dians.  rnit.iri.-ins.  Roman 
Catholics.  CM-  whatever  else  one  m.iy  wish  to  he.  Our  fathers 
knew  well,  if  we  do  not,  that  a  churcii  that  st.-inds  for  nothing,' 
m  p.-irticular.  does  nothinj,' in  particul;ir  and  h.is  no  j^'rowth  in 
p.-irticul;ir.  Kven  the  soc.-illed  liher.d  churches  .-ire  not  soliher.il  .-is 
to  lose  sijiht  of  thisfact.  lias  it  ever  come  to|)as<  th.it  one  ofthe 
hheral  churches  h.-is  welcomed  to  its  pastor.-ite,  .is  ilspre.-icher  and 
teacher,  .-i  ;j;ood  (>rthodox  Ivpiscopalian,  or  an  old-fashioned  M.ip- 
tist  ?  There  is  no  hlanie  to  them  for  not  doin<,'so  ;  and  there  shouhi 
not  he  for  us  when  we  follow  the  good  ex;miple. 

Thus  past  .ind  present  facts  seen;  to  show  that  liaptist 
churches  have  not  heen  formed  for  nothing  in  ])articular,  or  even 
simply  f)r  the  general  purposes  of  religion;  hut  that  they  owe 
their()rigin  and  their  present  existence  to  special  causes '.ind  a 
definite  purpose.  I'asl  .-ind  p  jsent  also  show  that  these  cluircli- 
ese.-ime  into  heing,  and  now  continue  to  l)e,  heeau.se  Christian 
men  and  women  have  helieved  that  there  are  eert.iin  truths, 
winch  they  deemed  to  he  centr.il  .-md  tundamental  in  the  religion' 
of  Jesus,  which  must  he  held,  defended,  and  propagated,  in  onler 
to  secure,  in  the  hest  way  and  to  the  highest  degree,  the  salv.i- 
tiim  of  lost  men  and  women,  tlie  honor  of  our  hles.sed  Lord,  and 
the  progress  ofthe  Kingdom  of  Cod   towards  its  final  victorv   in 
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this  sinful  worlil.  T(i  accomplisli  tlicsc  ends  in  this  way,  tla-y 
liave  tli()u<;;ht  itworili  while  loorjianizc  tlK'niselvcs  into  sc|)aratL' 
churches,  and,  "with  malice  toward  none,  and  with  charity  tor 
all,"  to  do  their  Christian  work,  in  a  certain  way  apart  fror.i 
their  hrethren  and  sisters  of  other  churches.  These  truths,  there- 
fore, form  the  limits  within  which  a  man  can  honorably  and 
honestlv  preach  and  teach  in  a  Baptist  cluirch,  and  beyond 
which  he  cannot,  in  honor  and  honesty,  claim  to  l)e  a  Ha|)tist 
preacher  or  teacher.  History,  as  well  as  present  conditions, 
sefm  to  show  that  these  truths  of  limit  are,  at  least,  si.\  in  num- 
ber, some  of  which  are,  in  one  way  or  another,  common  to  Mrn- 
tists  .-ind  more  orlcss  oftheir  brethren  of  other  clnirchcs,  althouf,'!) 
not  iield  bv  .\l.l.  other  evaiificlical  Christians,  and  a  few  of  which 
are,  to  a  ;.;reater  or  less  degree,  ])eculiar  to  B.'i])lists;  so  that  the 
whole  bodv  of  them  forms  ;i  <,'ood  and  sufficient  reason  for.  and 
basis  of,  existence  in  sep.'irate  churches,  and  the  natural  limits  to 
be  observed  bv  tile  preachers  and  teachers  of  these  churches.  It 
mii.;ht  be  claimed  iiv  some  tiiat  these  limitint;  truths  are  more 
numerous:  .and  that,  therefore,  the  held  for  the  Bajitist  preacher 
or  te.'ijlicr  ismore  limited  in  extent  tlian  these  truths  would  ni.'ke 
it.  It  is  p<jssilile  that,  in  some  respects,  such  a  claim  would  be 
just;  but.  for  the  present  purpose,  it  will  be  enou<,di  to  iiulicate 
the  si.x  truths  that  history  and  present  conditions  seem  to  just- 
ify us  'n  recofinizing  as  limits  for  the  l>a])tist  preacher  or  teacher. 
The  I'lKsr  of  tliesc  truths  may  be  indicited  by  the  phrase. 

Till-:  .VlTIlOKlTY  OF  SCKII'TCKK. 

.\s  more  fiiUv  stated,  it  is  that  the  Holy  Scriptures  are  a  suf- 
ficient and  linal  sourceot  information  and  rule  of  duly  in  relation 
to  all  rclifiious  belief  and  conduct.  TllKY  are  the  stand.ard  of  be- 
lief and  life,  and  not  what  any  ni;in  may  think  to  be  Ciirislian 
in  them.  The  importance  of  this  truth  it  is  sometimes  endeavor- 
ed to  obscure  liv  asserting  that  the  authority  for  the  Christian 
man  isCiod,  orChrist,  and  not  :uiy  book,  however  i;ood.  But  to 
sav  this  is  lucrelv  to  llirow  dust,  and  to  confuse  the  diiTerent 
nieaiiings  of  the  word  authority.  It  has  iijver  lieen  claimed 
it  ma  ,•  safelv  be  asserted,  i)y  .my  one,  liiat  the  Scriptures  are  an 
authority  in  the  same  sense  in  which  (lod,  orChrij'.,  isan  author- 
ity; or,  in  other  words,  that  liie  Bible  has  tlie  authority  which 
Ciod  ;iione  can  have.  But  tlii're  are  authorities  ;in<l  autliorities. 
There  are  ;iutliorities  t .)  be  obeyed,  and  authorities  to  be  believed, 
(iod  ;doiie  can  coiiim.iiid  witii  rii,dit  the  sou!  of  man;  but,  lor  due 
obedience,  it  is  needful  to  iuiow  wli;it  he  has  comm;indcd.  The 
triistworthv  source  of  information  from  ".!!■■,'!;  we  may  learn  of 
His  conim.-mds,  is  an  autlioriiy  to  l)e  believed  .'ind  followed. 
When  a  colonel  of  the  :irmv  takes  his  regiment  to  a  ccrt;iin  point 
on  the  Held  of  li.'itlle,  he  does  so  because  the  comm.-inding  general 
is  the  autiioril  V    to  be  obeyed;  but  he   goes  by    the  ]iroper   road. 
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and  (Iocs  not  tail  orohcdicncc  on  account  of  swamps  and  inipass- 
al)lc  forests,  because  lie  iisesllie  niapof  the  country  as  an  aullior- 
itv  to  he  trusted  and  followed.  It  is  in  this  matter  of  the  ])ro])er 
authority  to  be  trusted  and  followed  in  the  matters  of  the  relij,'!- 
ous  belief  and  life,  that  is  to  be  found  the  radical  and  distinjiuisli- 
iii<(  difference  between  the  Old  Theology  and  the  New.  I-\ir  the 
former,  as  tor  Baptists,  this  authority  is  the  Hible;  for  the  latter, 
it  is  the  ideas  and  convictions  of  the  individu.al  soul.  I"or  the 
New  Theoloj^v  will  rdways  be  found  to  rest,  upon  the  last  anal- 
ysis, on  the  projjosition  "1  am  it."  In  sayini,'  this,  it  is  v 
meant  to  say  that  all  our  brethren  in  the  New  School  of  Theo. 
ofiy  in  so  many  words  alFirm  this  proposition,  or  eyen  that  they 
are  always  fully  conscious  that  this  is  the  proposition  on  which 
they  stand  lUit,  to  lo<;ic  and  thonjj;hlful  scholarship,  the  New 
Theolojry  can  haye  no  other  basis  for  its  conclusions  and  its 
teacliinj^s.  I"or,  if  we  setaside  the  I5ibleas  the  only  sufficient  and 
final  source  of  trustworthy  information  in  matters  of  relijrion, 
what  source  of  such  information  haye  wc  left  l)ut  the  indiyidual 
sou'  ?  We  must  then  say,  this  is  so  because  I  see  so  and  know 
so;  and  this  is  surely  to  say  "I  am  it."  Hut  wh.at  messai^e  or 
help  h;is  a  man  whose  ccrtaintv  rests  upon  this  basis,  lor  his 
neif,'hbor.  Surely,  none,  unless  the  neighbor  belicyes  in  him  as 
firmly  as  he  lielieves  in  himself  With  such  a  basis,  a  miited 
church  is  an  imjiossibilitv,  and  the  concpiest  ofllie  luathcn  world 
a  hopeless  dream. 

2.  The  Six'o.si)  of  the  limiting  truths  may    beset  Ibrtli  in  the 
phrase 

TiiK  Dkitv  ok  Jksis  Christ; 

and  its  substance  is,  that  the  Son  of  Man  was  the  (lod-man,  (iod 
manifest  in  the  flesh.  There  are,  it  is  true,  various  metaphysical 
difliculiics  and  (piestions  which  g;ither  about  this  truth;  but,  if", 
in  the  heart  of  it,  it  is  not  the  truth,  there  is  no  very  good  reason 
for  the  existence  of  Haptist  churches.  I'or,  then,  Christianity  is 
not  the  only  religion  tor  manUind.  This  truth  means  that  Jesus 
was  not  merely  a  man  specially  favored  of  (iod  with  ])eeuliar  re- 
lations to  Himself,  nor  a  man  who  had  received  into  his  soul  and 
life  in  some  S])ecial  and  high  way  the  Spirit  of  (iod;  but  that  He 
was  the  Word  made  Flesh,  the  Miracles  of  the  Ages,  the  (ireat 
Sui)ernatural  of  Human  History,  theOnly  Begotten  of  the  Father. 
He  was  not,  and  could  not  have  been,  the  product  of  the  evolu- 
tionary forces  of  the  I'nivcrse,  but  was  the  result  of  a  S])eeial  out- 
going of  (iod  Himself,  never  bet'orc  ma<le  and  never  to  be  re]>cat- 
ed,  in  the  history  of  the  world,  the  one  and  only  Son  of  (iod. 
Only  so  can  there  be  in  Him  etcrn..!  lite  for  dead  sor.ls;  .and  he 
who  cannot  i)rocl;iii,i  Him  to  l)c  such,  cannot  honorably  and 
honestly  call  himself  a  Baptist   preacher. 


3.  The  TniKi)  trutli  is.  if  it  may  l)c  stated  in  sonicwliat  tlicf)- 
lo<,'ical  ttrmiiiolojiy,  that  there  was,  and  is,  a  Oodward  Effieaev 
in  the  Aloninj;  Work  of  Jesus  Clirist.  In  other  words,  this  truth 
is,  that  what  Jesus  was  and  did  upon  His  Cross,  in  His 
deatli.  and  in  His  resurreetion,  is,  in  tlie  thou^dit  of"  God,  tlic 
<;<)od,  sufHeient,  and  needed  reason  and  eause,  on  aecount  of 
whieh  lie  may,  and  (h)es,  jrive  to  the  sinner  forgiveness  and  sal- 
vation, on  eondition  of  faith  in  His  Son.  This  truth  does  not 
state,  beeause  the  \ew  Testament  itself  does  not,  why  the  Cross, 
the  death,  and  the  resurreetion  of  Jesus,  are  to  God  the  reason 
and  eause  of  His  dealing  in  salvation  witli  the  sinner.  Men  have 
attem])ted  onee  and  again  to  explain  why,  and  thus  have  arisen 
the  difl'erent  theories  of  the  Atonement.  Ikit  these  are  all  things 
wrought  by  art  and  man's  dcviee;  and  the  Baptist  preacher  or 
teacher  is  under  no  obligation  of  any  kind  to  preach  or  teach  any 
one  of  them.  If  he  deems  any  one  of  them  reasonable,  he  is,  un- 
doubtedly, at  liberty  to  teach  it;  but  he  ought  alwavsto  present 
it  as  something  e.xtra  scriptural,  however  much  in  Iiarnionv  with 
scripture  he  maydeemit  to  be.  Forit  is  more  than  doubtful  if  an  v 
of  the  theories  of  the  Atonement  is,  or  can  be,  a  true  or  sufficient 
explanation  of  the  saving  work  of  God  in  Christ.  There  may  be 
some  measure  of  truth,  possibly,  in  each  of  them;  but  no  one  of 
them  is  large  enough  1o  take  in  the  mighty  fact,  nor  all  of  them 
together.  In  this  fact,  was  the  supreme  outgoing  of  the  fathom- 
less love,  the  mighty  power,  and  the  boundless  wisdom  of  an  In- 
finite God,  and  such  a  fact  is  too  vast  and  too  deep  to  be 
measured  by  human  logic,  or  soimded  by  human  reason.  It  is 
infinite  love  extending  through  eternal  ages,— a  sea  too  wide  for 
finite  vision,  too  deep  for  human  thought. 

lUit  it  ought  not  to  be  said  that  this--  .ruth  states  that  the 
heart  of  God  was  changed  in  its  love  for  men  by  the  work  of 
Christ.  Even  no  old,  or  oldest  theology  ever  taught,  it  may 
safely  be  claimed,  that  God  came  to  love  men  more,  because  of 
what  Christ  was,  or  did.  The  Bajjtist  fathers,  no  less  than  their 
most  advanced  sons,  whatever  these  may  claim  for  themselves, 
declared  in  clearest  terms  that  it  was  because  God  loved  us,  that 
He  gave  His  Son  to  die  for  us,  and  that  He  commended  His  love 
to  us  in  that,  while  we  were  yet  sinners,  Christ  died  for  us.  That 
God  is  love,  is  not  a  truth  that  has  lately  been  discovered,  or 
that  has  been  ))r?ache(l  in  these  latest  years  for  the  first  time,  al- 
though something  of  this  sort  is  sonietimesclaimed  by  those  who 
do  r)()t  thoroughly  know  the  history  of  the  church.  Ivven  two 
old  Jewisli  writers  and  teachers,  John  and  Paul,  a  good  many 
centuries  ago,  knew  something  about  the  love  of  God. 

To  the  truth  wc  are  eon  idering,  objection  is  sometimes  made 
bicausc  it  is  claimed  it  \v(ndd  be  immoral,  or  ini|iossibIe,  or  both. 
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to  make  one  suffer  for  tlie  sins  of  another.  If  the  word  suffer,  as 
used  in  tliis  ohjeetion,  is  taken  to  mean  "be  punished,"  it  ni.iv  lie 
repHed  that  the  trutli,  as  lias  been  slated,  says  nothing;  allout 
punishment;  nor  is  anything  of  this  kind  said  in  the  lanj;ua,i,'e  of 
the  N'ew  Testament.  Sueli  a  term  would  lie  the  addition  of  a 
human  theory,  for  whieh  neither  tiie  New  Testament,  nor  a  I!ap- 
tist  preaeher  or  teaeher,  can  justly  he  held  resjionsihle.  If  the 
ohjeetion  means  that  it  would  he  immoral  or  imjiossible  to 
make  one  suffer  in  any  way  for  the  sins  of  ar,otiier,  al!  human 
history  declares  tile  ohjeetion  false.  The  ;,'rcatcst  of  human 
woes,  and  the  bitterest  of  human  sufferiiij,',  h.ivc  been  l,ir<.^elv 
those  which,  liee.-iuse  of  divinely  established  laws,  that  are  on]v 
tlle  modes  of  (iod's  dealing'  with  His  word,  have  come  to  men 
because  of  the  sins  of  others.  Hnt  it  is  to  l)e  noticed  that  the 
truth  wiiich  has  been  stated,  does  not  mean  that  (iod  made  anv 
other  than  Himself  to  suffer  for  the  sins  of  men;  but  that  He 
Himself  in  Christ  took  upon  Himself  the  burden  of  salvaticni  and 
the  woe  of  redemplion,  when  our  Lord  bore  in  His  own  bodv 
our  sins  uiion  tlie  Cross,  and  suffered  the  just  for  the  unjust.  It 
is  surely  not  impossible  nor  immoral  that,  for  the  blessing;  or  the 
savinj^  of  others,  one  siiould  take  ujioii  himself  sorrow  and  suf- 
ierinji,  and  sacrifice  case,  comfort,  possessions,  and  •.-vcn  lilc'. 
These  tliin<,'s  have  been  done  aj^aiii  and  a^ain  even  bv  most  im- 
perfect men  and  women;  and  the  world  honors  those  that  have 
done  them,  as  its  greatest  heroes.  Sliall  we  think  that  (iod  can- 
not be  as  i^rcat  and  as  j.jood  as  man  ? 

There  are  those,  however,  who  tell  us  that,  if  (lod  is  willinj,' 
thus  to  suffer  for  men,  it  is  not  needful  He  should  bear  this  bur- 
den of  woe;  that,  if  he  is  ready  to  make  atonement  for  the  sins 
of  the  world,  no  atcmement  is  needed;  but,  simplv  because  He 
loves  men,  and  wishes  so  to  do.  He  can,  and  will,  forj,'ivc  and 
save  the  sinner.  Nothing'  can  stand  Ijctween  the  wish  of  His 
heart,  and  theeour.se  of  eonduct  He  will  take,  But  how  can  all 
this  be  so  surely  known  ?  It  is  (piitc  cert.iin  tiiat  God  is  love  in 
the  sense  that  there  is  nothiii!.:  in  His  own  nature,  or  in  His  re- 
lations to  the  created  universe,  tliat  mij^dit  not  make  it  impossi'iile 
for  Him,  since  He  is  (lod,  to  do  what  He  would  love  to  (lo,  until 
some  necessary  conditions  had  been  supplied?  Is  infinite  love 
un'iinited  in  its  activity  in  a  hnitc  sinful  world?  Consideriiifr 
how  little  we  can  know  about  t'lodbyour  own  wisdom,  is  it  not 
srder  to  rely  ui)ou  trustworthy  information  that  tells  us  what 
God  has  done,  than  U[)on  uneertain  jjuesses  in  re<,'ar(l  to  what  it 
may,  or  may  not,  be  possible  for  Him  to  do?  It  is  always  daii- 
);crous  to  infer,  from  what  men  actually  do,  what  God  liiav,  or 
will,  do;  for  there  is  but  little  aiialo<,^y  between  the  inlinitude  of 
a  ])erlectly  holy  (iod,  and  the  tiniteness  of  sinful  and  lost  men. 
But,  in  reply  to  cr  her  rea.soiiiiijr  of  i|,ls  kind,  it  is  surelv  not  un- 
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allo\v,i'  '  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that,  with  such  ijooilness 
as  is  the  best  this  world  can  show,  love  cannot  always  have  its 
wav,  excejjt  at  p.-iinlul  and  dreadful  cost.  Tiicreisniany  a  father 
and  mother  who  could  tell  you  that  an  errinj,'  and  sinful  child 
cannot  reallv  he  for!,'ivcn,  and  restored  to  an  honored  and  useful 
life  anioni,'  <,rood  men  and  women,  unless  by  takin<i  the  sin  ot  the 
child,  with  the  loss  and  pain,  and  woe  of  it,  into  one's  own  heart 
an<l  life. 

-1-.  The  FofKTM  ofthe  limitinji  truths  weare  nowconsiderinj.', 
is  that  a  church  oi'  Chr:>t  is  a  purely  spiritual  l)ody,  that  it  con- 
sists ontv  of  men  aiul  women  who  have  been  rc<;enerated  l)y  the 
llolv  Spirit,  who  have  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  .as  a  ])ersonal  Savior, 
and  who  have  borne  witness  to  their  si)iritual  union  with  Him. 
and  to  their  faith  in  the  centr.al  facts  of  His  reli.tjion,  by  bcinjx 
immersed  in  water  into  the  name  ofthe  I'ather,  the  Son,  and  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

This  truth  means  that  no  one,  whether  adult  or  child,  has 
anv  rijiht  to  claim  admission  into  ;i  church  of  Christ,  or  to  l)e  •.e- 
tained  as  a  membei-  in  it,  who  does  not  j,'ive  ^'ood  evidence  ol 
havinj:  received  the  new  birth  of  the  Spirit  of  tiod,  and  who  does 
not  confess  lesus  Christ  to  be  his  Savior  by  His  death  and  resur- 
rection. On  the  other  hand,  it  means  that  re<,aneration  ;ind  s.al- 
vation  are  not  secured,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  the  rite  ot 
b.iptism,  bui  that  this  is  simply  a  testimony  to  facts  accomi  lish- 
ed,  and  a  witnessto  the  fundamental  tacts  ofhistoric.al  Christian- 
ity. 

Thus,  it  separates  Hai)tists,  on  the  one  hand,  from  all  those 
who  baptize  infants,  and  receive  them  into  church-membership; 
and,  on  the  other,  from  all  who  believe  in  baptismal  reL;encration 
or  in  baptism  as  ess'.-ntial  to  salvation. 

.").  The  FliTil  ofthelimitin<;truthsis,  tliatjesus.and  Healonc, 
is  ruler,  and  luihority  to  be  olieyed,  in  a  Christian  church,  or  by 
a  Christi.-in  man,  in  matters  of  reli-^ion.  Ivaeli  church  of  Christ 
is,  therefore,  to  live  its  life,  and  do  its  work,  and  mana!.ie  its  at- 
fairs,  in  obedience  to  its  supreme  Uin^'  and  law-<;iver,  Jesus  the 
Son  of  (iod,  without  -.nvin^'  obeilienee  to  any  other  ;iut!u]rity 
whatever.  Xo  man,  or  body  of  men,  no  council,  synod,  assendjly, 
convention,  can  m.-ike  laws,  or  issue  commands,  or  lay  down  re- 
quisitions, to  which  it  is  bound  to  i^'ive  any  heed  as  of  rij^ilit  to 
be  complied  with,  liy  carryin-,'  out  this  truth,  every  spiritti.il 
hierarehv  is  excluded,  and  all  ecclesiastical  tyranny  is  made  im- 
possible." Hut  this  truth  does  not  prevent  co-operation  amoiii; 
churches.  It  does  not  hinder  them  from  miitin^j:  with  (uie  anoth- 
er to  secure  in  a  lartrer  or  a  better  wav  the  ends  which  they  all 
have  in   view,   to  accomplish  the  purjjoscs   which   they  have  in 
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common.  Hut  it  wori.D  menu  tli.it  tlii'ir  iiuioii  and  co-operiition 
would  liavc  to  1)0  ni.-idc  upon  tlio  liasis  ot'common  Ijcliffs  and  a 
common  purpose.  No  one  eluircli,  or  ^roup  of  vhurelus,  could 
justly  claim  lellowship  or  union  with  otliers,  in  orcier  to  deny  the 
i)eliefs  or  to  defeat  the  purpose,  dear  to  these  others.  These  he- 
liefs  and  this  purpose  are  to  tiioseehurehes  the  commands  of  tiieir 
sovercij^n  Lord  and  Kinjj;  and,  in  lovaltv  tollim,  tiiev  cannot 
enter  into  anv  union,  or  co-operation,  th.at  world  make  liieni 
less  effective aniont;  men.  In  so  far  ascommon  1  hint's  .arelielieved 
rmd  sought  for,  there  can  he  union  and  eo-  pcration,  Init  no 
farther. 

6.  Tiie  Sixth  and  fnial  truth  may  he  e.xpre-sed  in  the  phr;  se 

Aitsoi.i'TK   Si;i'.\K.\  rioN  oi'  Cehkcii  .\.\ii  St.\  rH. 

In  other  words,  the  state  is  not,  in  any  way,  to  control 
churches  in  matters  of  relii,'ion;  and  churches  are  not  to  attempt, 
as  orf,'anized  hodics  to  control  the  makinf;  of  law,  or  its  adminis- 
tration, in  the  hfe  of  the  state.  This  would  mean  that  the  state 
itself  is  neither  to  make  law,  nor  to  seek  to  enforce  it,  on  religious 
•grounds.  This  truth  is  the  roidt  of  the  two  oilier  truths  Inst 
considered.  The  ehurcli  is  a  spiritual  hodv,  luivini,'^  Christ  tor  its 
Suiiremt  Kinj^  and  Lord,  and,  in  the  realm  of  its  s])iritual  lite, 
ohedicnt  to  llim  alonv.  .Moreoxe*-,  t!ie  motives  for  iis  ohedienct, 
jind  for  all  its  activity,  are  th.ose  which  are  jiro.hici'd  in  the  souls 
of  believers  i)v  the  iiidwellinj,'  Spirit  ofllod.  Tlie  stale  is,  tor  the 
most  part,  eom]iosed  of  those  who  reject  the  loid^-hip  of  Jesus,  do 
not  pro])osc  to  submit  to  His  laws,  have  no  caie  tor  the  ])ro;,fress 
of  His  Kin<j;dom,  and  whose  motives  for  conduct  and  ends  ot  lite, 
do  not  come  Irom  an  indweilinij  II;)ly  Spirit.  Therefore,  neither 
are  thev  the  proper  persons  to  make  laws  of  relij^non  for  Christ- 
ians to  ohev,  nor  can  Christians  hope  that  they  can  secure  any 
obedience  to  laws  emhodvinii  the  principles  of  the  rclijiioii  of 
Jesus,  troni  those  who  arc  unwilling  to  ohev  Jesus  llimselt.  It  is 
true  that  nianv  thin<:^s  whieh.  are  made  duties  by  the  law  of 
Christ,  secure  the  hiirhest  ;,'oo(i  of  society  and  the  welfare  of  the 
state,  when  they  arc  recpiired,  or  done  for  other  than  religious 
reasons.  These  things  the  state  may  well  dcm.ind  of  it-;  citizens 
bv  law  on  <.;roiuids  of  the  public  we'tare.  It  is  .also  true,  thai 
the  Christian  man  is  not  only  a  nienilier  of  the  eiuirch,  but  ;i 
citi/.en  of  the  state,  that  he  may  join  with  his  t'ellow-eitizens  in 
seeurinjj,  for  reasons  that  mav  actuate  them  as  irreligious  U'en, 
the  blessinjj^s  of  jjjood  government,  the  prosperiiv  ot  the  country, 
and  the  welfare  of  society.  lUit  the  chureh,  as  an  or^.'inization, 
cannot  separate  the  duties  laid  upon  men  in  the  Seri])tures  from 
the  reli^dous  reasons  which  are  alway.s  assigned  for  the  <loin_Lr  of 
them,  and  made  the  basis   of  their   existence.     Il    onlv    remains, 
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tlierofore,  for  the  church  to  go  its  way,  unhindered  l)y  the  state, 
and  for  tlic  state  to  j;o  its  way  unhindered  l)y  the  churcli.  Tlien 
it  will  come  to  ])ass  that,  in  the  true  sense,  we  shall  have  a  free 
chuieii  in  a  tree  state. 

It  n)av  be  claimed   that   the  assertion  wiiich  has  been  made 
in  the  present  discussion,  that  actual  conditions,  as  well  as  ])ast 
historv,  show  that    the   liajxist   preacher,   or   teacher,  must,  in 
honor  and  honesty,  preach   or  leach  within  the  limits  of  the  six 
truths  which  'lave  now  been  set  forth,   is  false.     It  may  be  said, 
that  so   many    H;iptist   men   and   women,  and  so  many  Baptist 
eliurehes  now  deny  one  or  all  these   truths,  that  it  is  no  lon^'cr 
true  that  it  is  a  matter  of  honor  or  honesty  that  Hai)tist,  to  be 
worthv  of  this  name,  should   preach   or  teach   all,   or  even  any 
one  of  them.     If  this  is  so,  which  seems   incre<lible  in  the  li};lit  of 
the  past  history   of  Baptist   churches,    it    is   still   also  true  that 
there  are  left  some  of  us  to  whom  these  truths  arc  very  dear,  and 
who  think,  in  all  candor  and  in  all  honesty,  that  they  are  funda- 
mental and  essential  in  the  relij^ion   of  Jesus,   and   that  to  deny 
all  or  any  one  of  them  is  to  hmdcr  in  some  dejiree   the  salvation 
of  lost  men,  and  to  defer  in  some   n:easure  the  comiiij;  victory  of 
the  Kinjidom  of  Heaven    in    the    world.     We   do   not,    therefore, 
feci  uillitif;  to  j^ivc  of  Jic  little  money    which  (lod  has  cntnistcd 
to  us  ;is  His  stewards,  for  the  sujiport  of  preachers,  and  teachers, 
and  churches,  who  make  it   their  l)usiness  to   deny   these  funda- 
mental truths  of  our  relijiion.     Hence,   if  those   who   think  they 
ouj,dit  to  denv  these   truths,   because   they  do  not  believe  them, 
but,  at  the  same  time,  are  unwilling;  to  abandon  the  Bai)tist  fel- 
lowshij)  and  name,  ,-dthouj^h   they  have  ab.andoned  the  historic 
faith  of  Baptists,  continue   to  insist   that    we  shall  not  use  our 
lihertv   in   refusing  to  contribute  for  the  propagation    of  doc- 
trines which  we  deem  to  be  subversive  o'f  the  fundament.'d  truths 
of   the  christian  religion,  and   shall  make  no  ])rotcst  against  the 
presence  in  Baptist  churches  of  th(>se  w'.o  preach  and  teach  these 
doctrines,  under  penalty  ot  being  termed  dli;,^ral  and  persecutors,  it 
would  secnuis  if  sooner  or  l.'iter  the  time  »vould  eome  when  endur- 
ance woidd  cease  to  be  christian  jjatienee.  Nothing  will  be  left  for  us 
then,  but,  with   great   reluet:mce,    with   great   sadness   of  heart, 
with  love  and  charity  for   those   who   differ   from    us,  with    high 
respect  for  their  liberty,  to  separ.-ite  ourselves  from  those  whose 
teachings   we  can  neither  accept   nor  su])|)ort,  and,  under  some 
other,  name,  if  it  must  be  so,  than  the  one  for  which  we  have  had 
such  pride  and  love  to  stand  together  to  maintain,  defend,  and 
])roi)agate  the  truius  ti-.^t   seem   to   us  to  be   the  orders  of  our 
King,  to  be  essential  to  the  s;dvation  of  lost  men,  and  to  secure 
the  answer  of  the   prayer,    "Tliy    Kingdom    Come,"    and  which 
have  been,  for  centuries,  so  dear  to  Baptist  hearts. 
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